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The Week Ahead 
NOAA Risk Management 
Board 
17 Jun 04, 1:30pm – 3:30pm, 
SSMC1, Rm 5300 
POC:  Adrian Rad, 
adrian.rad@noaa.gov 

BAA Architecture Vendor 
Telecons 
22 – 23 Jun 04, 09:00am – 
5:00pm, SSMC1, Rm 6229 
POC:  Gus Comeyne, 
gus.comeyne@noaa.gov 

BAA Architecture 
Consolidated vs. Distributed 
WG Mtg 
24 Jun 04, 08:00am – 5:00pm, 
GSFC, Bldg 6, Rm TBD 
POC:  Gus Comeyne, 
gus.comeyne@noaa.gov 

On The Horizon 
GOES-R Architecture Study 8 
Month TIMs 
Dates:  See table at end of 
newsletter 
Time:  08:00am – 5:00pm 
Location:  SSMC1 1st Floor 
Conference Center 
POC:  Gus Comeyne, 
gus.comeyne@noaa.gov 

4th NOAA Hyperspectral 
Workshop 
17 – 19 Aug 04, Madison WI 
POC:  Larry Key, 
lawrence.e.key@noaa.gov 
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GOES-R Operational Requirements 
Working Group 
Third GOES-R Users' Conference:  The Third GOES-R Users' Conference 
was held in Broomfield, Colorado, 10 – 13 May 04.  There were more than 
300 participants, including 15 from other countries.  The conference featured 
GOES-R informational briefings, sessions on user readiness, presentations 
on international contributions to the global observing system, and sessions 
focused on each of the NOAA Mission goals.  60 posters on a wide range of 
topics were on display for the duration of the conference.  In the final day of 
the conference user feedback was solicited in break-out sessions where 
attendees underscored the need for user training, outreach, and education 
efforts to begin prior to the 2012 launch.  This is important because new and 
varied applications of GOES data are continuously emerging and users need 
to be kept current.  This led to the suggestion that a central location on the 
Internet be created for posting up-to-date technical and programmatic 
information.  The significance of the conference was that all of the 
conference’s goals were met.  These goals were: 

1. Inform users on the status of the GOES-R constellation, instruments, 
and operations;  

2. Refine potential user applications for data and products from the 
GOES-R series;  

3. Seek ways to help the user communities prepare for GOES-R;  

4. Address user and societal benefits of the GOES-R series as an 
integral part of the Global Observing System;  

5. Continue to improve communication between NOAA and the GOES 
user communities; 

All users indicated that the conference had been very useful.  (Tim Schmit, 

tims@ssec.wisc.edu, Paul Menzel, paulm@ssec.wisc.edu, Jim Gurka, 

james.gurka@noaa.gov) 
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Bi-Monthly GOES-R NOAA/NASA Team Meeting 
Mid-July, 8:30am – 5:00pm, Silver Spring, 
Details TBD 
POC:  Liz Carson, elizabeth.carson@noaa.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology Infusion 
Integrated Product Team 
NSTR* 

Calibration/Validation 
Steering Committee 
At a breakout session on Climate Applications during 
the GOES-R Users’ Conference held 10 – 13 May 04, 
users requested on-board visible-channel calibration, 
overlap periods for successive geostationary satellites 
to enable inter-calibration of instruments on the two 
satellites, and inter-calibration of geostationary- and 
polar-satellite instruments.  I described the GOES-R 
Calibration Steering Committee being formed at 
NOAA, and users outside the government expressed 
strong desire to participate in it.  It was pointed out that 
GOES-R calibration/validation should be an 
international endeavor, as climate science requires 
global observations, necessitating blending of data 
from the geostationary systems of several nations.  
(Mike Weinreb, michael.weinreb@noaa.gov) 

Reviewed and suggested changes to the calibration 
sections of the ABI PORD.  Although my comments 
were too late to be incorporated (the RFP is already on 
the street), similar comments are timely for the HES 
PORD, which I began reviewing on May 20.  (Mike 

Weinreb, michael.weinreb@noaa.gov) 

After receiving inputs from co-authors concerning the 
document on the impacts on science of the ABI special 
engineering analysis proposals, most notably the 
elimination of the on-board calibration of the solar 
reflective channels, I revised the document and sent it 
out again, this time to the members of the AOL TAP 
(Atmosphere, Ocean, and Land Technical Advisory 
Panel) for comment.  (Mike Weinreb, 

michael.weinreb@noaa.gov) 

GOES-R Rebroadcast 
Working Group 
NSTR* 

Frequency Allocation 
NSTR* 

Acquisitions 
The SIS RFP was released 7 May 04.  The solicitation 
can be found at the GSFC Business Opportunities 
Website link below.  Proposals are due 7 June and 
source evaluation will begin immediately.  
http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-
bin/eps/sol.cgi?acqid=109056#Draft%20Document  
(Andrew Carson, Andrew.s.carson.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

The results of the HES Design/Risk Reduction Phase 
Source Evaluations were presented to NOAA on 20 
May 04 and to NASA HQ on 21 May 04.  There were no 
outstanding issues.  The paperwork for contract award 
is being prepared and announcements are being 
coordinated with NOAA Public Affairs and Legislative 
Affairs offices.  (Andrew Carson, 

Andrew.s.carson.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

LaRC has submitted a proposal to NASA HQ for the 
completion of GIFTS contract work and for the 
assembly of the parts into an Engineering Development 
Unit (EDU).  The GIFTS Transition Plan being 
developed by Ron Hooker requests NOAA participation 
in the evaluation of the remaining effort and proposal.  
The plan includes two NOAA participants; one from a 
program perspective and one from a science 
standpoint.  Paul Menzel is a co-author on a LaRC 
white paper supporting the EDU.  (Andrew Carson, 

Andrew.s.carson.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

An ABI SEB process/overview meeting was held on 27 
May 04.  Presentations were given by the SEB 
Chairman (Bill Lebair), Goddard Legal, the Goddard 
SEB facility manager, and Goddard Security.  Members 
of the SIS SEB were also in attendance.  (Dan Flanagan, 

daniel.g.flanagan.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

The GOES-R Risk Management Board meeting was 
held on 28 May 04.  New risks were discussed and will 
be added to the risk list at the next monthly meeting.  
Several items in the MRD were identified as 
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Team Building 
Activities 
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problematic (i.e. probable future programmatic risk).  NOAA requested that GFSC review the MRD and provide a list 
of other items falling into this category.  (Dan Flanagan, daniel.g.flanagan.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

ABI proposals arrived on 7 June 04 and are in the process of being checked for compliance with Section L of the 
RFP.  Source Selection Board activities will begin the week of 14 June 04 with the commencement of oral proposal 
presentations by the ABI offerors.  Oral presentations will run from 14 – 23 June 04.  Contract award, to a single ABI 
vendor, is expected to take place during the last part of August 04.  (Dan Flanagan, daniel.g.flanagan.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

The SEISS draft RFP was released on 4 June 04.  Industry comments are due on 21 June 04.  Final release of the 
SEISS RFP will be in mid-July 04 with responses due by mid-August 04.  Selection and Award will occur sometime 
in November 04.  (Dan Flanagan, daniel.g.flanagan.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

REMINDER:  All personnel associated with the ABI, HES, and SIS procurements, with the exception of the 
Contracting Officer, are asked to refrain from formal and informal discussions with industry concerning these 
procurements.  This communication "blackout" will continue through the evaluation phase, until the contracts are 
awarded.  (Dan Flanagan, daniel.g.flanagan.1@gsfc.nasa.gov) 

The GOES-R Architecture study team held a face-to-face meeting with ISI to discuss Ground Systems Architecture.  
Also, the 8th month TIMs have been scheduled and will take up 4 of the 5 weeks in August (see schedule below).  
The TIMs will be held at Silver Spring in the 1st Floor Conference Center of SSMC1.  (Dave Zehr, david.zehr@noaa.gov) 

Ground Systems Working Group 
NSTR* 

Program Management Office 
The NOAA/NASA Team Meeting was held at GFSC with approximately 40 people in attendance.  The meeting 
featured each segment team of the program, who provided informational briefings which were openly discussed by 
the group.  (Elizabeth Carson, elizabeth.carson@noaa.gov) 

An overview brief on the acquisition process for GOES-R was provided to the Requirements Based Management 
Process Working Group.  The GOES-R process was well received.  (Elizabeth Carson, elizabeth.carson@noaa.gov) 

At the request of Mr. Webbs, the original answers to questions asked by Mr. Gudes were rewritten.  Mr. Webbs 
asked that the answers be put in “simpler” terms and more clearly state how GOES-R will impact the American 
Public.  (Elizabeth Carson, elizabeth.carson@noaa.gov) 

NOAA and NASA program management met at the monthly NOAA/NASA Management Meeting at GSFC.  
Discussion topics included the management of Technical Management Cost in Full Cost Accounting, BAA 
Architecture Study pre-brief to senior management, new personnel for both agencies, etc.  (Elizabeth Carson, 

elizabeth.carson@noaa.gov) 

Finance and Budget 
The Finance and Budget Team submitted the FY06 DOC brief detailing GOES R technical, program and funding 
requirements as contained in the President's FY06 Budget submission.  The PowerPoint presentation will be briefed 
at DOC HQ by the NESDIS Budget Analyst.  The team also submitted quad charts for DOC quarterly program review 
outlining GOES R technical risks, performance measures and funding requirements.  (Stephen Dawkins, 

Stephen.dawkins@noaa.gov) 
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GOES-R Corner 
 

 
Advanced Baseline Imager Spectral Band Simulation: Scientists at the Cooperative Institute for Meteorological 
Satellite Studies (CIMSS) are using Meteosat-8, MODerate-resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS), and 
Atmospheric InfraRed Sounder (AIRS) data to spectrally simulate the bands on the ABI which will have sixteen 
spectral bands, two visible, four near-infrared, and ten infrared. The current imager only has 5 bands, which limits the 
products (snow detection, air quality, cloud-top phase, etc). 

This is from M. Gunshor, CIMSS (matg@ssec.wisc.edu), and T. Schmit, NOAA/NESDIS/ORA 
(tim.schmit@ssec.wisc.edu>. 

Continued from page 3 

GOES-R Architecture Study 8 Month TIM Schedule 
Loral 2 – 3 Aug 04  Honeywell 25 Aug 04 
Spectrum/Astro 4 Aug 04  Raytheon 26 – 27 Aug 04 
Orbital 5 – 6 Aug 04  Boeing 30 – 31 Aug 04 
Carr 11 Aug 04  ISI 1 Sep 04 
Harris 12 – 13 Aug 04  Northrup/Grumman 2 – 3 Sep 04 
Lockheed/Martin 24 – 24 Aug 04  Ball 8 – 9 Sep 04 

 


